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ASSOCIATION FOR INTERNATIONAL CANCER RESEARCH

Application FAQs

Additional information

Once the application has been submitted, no additional information or documents can be submitted, unless requested by AICR.

Annual increments

If the normal contract of employment for research staff includes annual increments up the pay scale, these should be shown in the salary figures used in the application.  AICR will take the incremental date to be 1st October each year, unless otherwise advised.  If the incremental point occurs part-way through the year the figures should be shown as follows: £28,500 (=6 months@£28,000 + 6 months@£29,000).  If annual increments are not shown on the application form they will not be paid on the grant.

Apparatus

AICR does not normally fund the cost of routine laboratory apparatus.  However, if a specific item of apparatus, which is not usually available, is essential for the research proposed, we will consider a request for it.  We will also consider requests for more routine apparatus from junior researchers setting up their first research group.  All equipment costs should be shown in the first year of the application.  Apparatus awarded on our grants is the property of the host institution, but if the grant-holder moves institution the apparatus will move with them.
Applying to other funding sources 

AICR has no objection to investigators sending the same project to other funding agencies at the same time as applying to us, as long as this is clearly stated in the appropriate section of the application.  We must be informed if the other agency offers to fund the project, but we will still keep the application under consideration and, if we decide to offer a grant as well, the applicant may choose which one to accept.  The key point is that the applicant may not accept double funding for the same project.   We do not encourage investigators to seek partial funding for a project from several sources, as this makes it difficult to be confident that there is no double funding.  However, we acknowledge that there are some cases where such partial funding arrangements are useful.  In such situations, it is vital to explain the funding strategy, and exactly what is being requested from whom, in the Justification section.

Bench fees
AICR does not fund fees levied by the host institution for the use of research laboratory facilities.  However, the term ‘bench fees’ is sometimes used to mean consumable costs, which we do fund.   Please see Overheads and Consumables.
Cell Line Authentication
The authentication of cell lines is considered an important part of the preliminary data described in any grant application.  The principal investigator should also ensure that all cell lines to be used during the proposed research are adequately authenticated.  

Changes to the application


Amendments, corrections, insertions or any additional information will not be accepted once the application has been submitted, unless AICR requests the information.

Clinical material – see Ethical approval

Clinical research

Purely clinical research, such as intervention studies, clinical trials or health care delivery research, and many substantially clinical studies are beyond the remit of AICR.  We will consider proposals in which a mixture of basic and clinical research is proposed.   Before submitting applications of a clinical or semi-clinical nature, potential applicants are strongly encouraged to seek our advice by e-mailing a brief description of the proposed project to our Scientific Co-ordinator (Matfield@aicr.org.uk).

Co-investigators 

In general, co-investigators should be those people who have a significant role in the design or management of the project. They do not have to be at the same institution as the principal investigator.  The same person can be a co-investigator on more than one application at the same time.  A PI on one application can be a co-investigator on one or more other applications in the same round.  However, only one application from the same PI, laboratory or research group will be accepted in any twelve month period (i.e. 12 months must have passed since the last application), unless the Scientific Advisory Committee invites someone to submit an amended application in the next round. Collaborators, by comparison, are those whose involvement is limited to supplying strains or reagents, expertise in a particular experimental technique or area of science, or providing specific but limited input.  There are no restrictions on being a collaborator on multiple applications. 
Confidentiality

All applications and reports made to AICR are treated as confidential and we send them to our committee members and external referees in confidence.  After the consideration of an application, all extra copies held at AICR are securely destroyed.

Collaborative projects

We are happy to consider applications for collaborative projects in which the work will be done, and funding spent, at two different institutions.  Where research staff is requested for both centres, this should be indicated on Budget (Section C) [e.g. Technician (Heidelberg) or PhD Student (Dundee)].  The total amount of funding requested for both centres should be entered for all other budget headings.  In the Justification (Section E) you should give a short explanation of what funding is needed for what work at each institution.  However, one person must be the principal investigator.  AICR will only reimburse research funding to the PI’s institution.  If some of the funding will be used at a different institution, the two institutions must reach an agreement so that the PI’s institution pays the other institution and then claims the costs from AICR.

Collaborators
If the proposed project relies on a collaborator making a limited, but essential, input (e.g. assisting with a small part of the project, or supplying key reagents, tissue samples, technical advice, etc), this should be clearly stated and, if the collaborator is from a different institution than the PI, a letter of agreement from the collaborator attached to each copy of the application.  There are no restrictions on being a collaborator on multiple applications.
Computers – see Personal computers

Consumables 

For normal molecular biology projects, AICR will award up to £15,000 per annum for consumables for each full-time researcher whose salary is funded by the grant.  If there are other, specific items which are required, above and beyond the normal consumables (e.g. microarrays, sequencing costs, charges for access to major apparatus, etc) these should be shown under C2 point 6 “Other” of the budget calculation.  
Equipment - see Apparatus

Ethical approval

All projects involving patient information, human volunteers or tissue samples should contain a short statement, at the end of the project description (i.e. the bottom of page D4) to explain if ethical approval has been granted, has been applied for, will be applied for or is not required.  It is not necessary to send copies of ethical approval documents.

Feedback
AICR asks all external referees to provide comments that will be fed back to the applicant.   However, some applications are declined by the Scientific Advisory Committee before going out to referees and no feedback is available in these cases.

Grants 

When an application is approved for funding, the grant usually starts nine months after the application is submitted.  All AICR grants are based on a contract between AICR, the principal investigator and the institution where the research will be conducted.  The terms of this contract, which are not negotiable, can be found in the http://www.aicr.org.uk/ApplicationDocuments.stm section of our website.

Human material – see Ethical approval

Institutional costs – see Overheads

Intellectual property rights
The contract which forms the basis of all grants made by AICR contains provisions to ensure that any intellectual property generated during AICR-funded research is appropriately exploited to ensure that the research may be translated into patient benefit and, where there is financial value attached to the exploitation, that a reasonable portion of that value is returned to AICR to be used to fund more cancer research.

Invited resubmission

Sometimes the AICR Scientific Advisory Committee will invite a resubmission of an application, giving specific advice on how it should be improved.  These may be submitted as soon as the invitation is made.  These applications, and only these applications, should be marked as an Invited Resubmission at Question 7 of Section A.  Invited resubmissions are not given special treatment but are considered along with all other applications received in the round.

Main applicant – see Principal investigator
Maintenance 

AICR does not fund the maintenance, service agreements, warranties, etc of apparatus.  This is the responsibility of the host institution.  

Named research staff

Applications which include salary support for named research staff at the post-doctoral level or equivalent should include a CV for them, using one of the forms in Section F2-F6. 

Overheads

AICR does not award funding for institutional overheads or surcharges.  We only fund the direct cost of the research.  The entire grant we make must be used for the direct cost of the research project described in the application.  The university may not take any part of it for general expenses or institutional costs or make any deductions or charges for overheads, bench fees or any other form of general costs or charges.
Parallel applications – see Applying to other funding sources

Patient information – see Ethical approval

Page charges 

AICR does not provide funding for page charges.

Pay awards

Do not include anticipated pay awards in the salary figures.  AICR will increase the salary awarded on grants to allow for pay awards during the period of the grant. 
Personal computers 

AICR does not fund the purchase of personal computers.

PhD Students

Where the project is suitable for a PhD project, a stipend and degree fees may be requested.  These applications must include details of the training and supervision procedures for the student.  AICR only awards PhD studentships as part of a project grant.  We do not make awards to PhD students. 

Pilot studies

AICR is a happy to consider short projects – i.e. for one year – to conduct pilot studies. 

Principal investigator

This must be the person responsible for writing the application and directing the research project.  They must be based at and have a contract with a recognised research institution (i.e. university, hospital or research institute). Grants are awarded to the principal investigator (and their institution) alone.  Only one application from the same PI, laboratory or research group will be accepted in any twelve month period (i.e. 12 months must have passed since the last application), unless the Scientific Advisory Committee invites someone to submit an amended application in the next round.
Resubmission 

Resubmissions are applications to support projects that are identical or substantially similar to one that was previously submitted to AICR.   They must be submitted at least one year after the original application and are considered along with all other applications received in the same round.  If the project has been altered to accommodate the feedback received on the original application, this should be explained in the main description of the research.  Sometimes the AICR Scientific Advisory Committee will invite a resubmission, giving specific feedback.  The relevant box should be checked on Section A question 12, and may be submitted as soon as the invitation is made.  Invited resubmissions are not given special treatment but are considered along with all other applications received in the round.

Retired Applicants

AICR is willing to consider applications from applicants who have retired from a salaried research position as long as their institution contracts to give them laboratory space and the normal support available to other research staff.  We do not award salary funding for retired researchers who are assumed to be receiving a pension.
Salaries 

AICR will pay salaries for post-doctoral and post-graduate research staff, technicians and PhD students.  Where appropriate, PhD stipends or post-doctoral fellowships will be paid instead.  Copies of salary scales relating to each post requested must be attached to each application. 
We do not normally award salaries for the principal investigator (PI).  However, the PI may apply for their salary if they are a senior post-doc (i.e. with sufficient experience to suggest they can conduct independent research e.g. PhD and three years post-doc, or a similar level of qualification and experience) who is applying for the grant to become an independent researcher or to start their own research group.  

We do not award salaries, or partial salaries, for anyone holding, or appointed to, an established, tenured or tenure-track research position, or anyone who is at the level of (or senior enough to be) an independent investigator or a research group leader.  This includes staff at US institutions, even if the institution expects them to apportion their salary cost to different grants.

We do not award partial salary funding for routine technical support.
Tissue samples – see Ethical approval

Tobacco industry funding

We do not accept applications from anyone (either as principal investigators or co-investigator) who is currently applying for, or has received, funding from the tobacco industry, or bodies substantially funded by the tobacco industry, within the last 10 years.  A full explanation of our tobacco industry funding policy can be found at the http://www.aicr.org.uk/ApplicationDocuments.stm section of our website.
Travel  

AICR normally awards up to £500 per annum for each researcher whose salary is funded by the grant for travel to conferences and collaborative meeting.  However, if the project requires a higher level of travel funding (for example, for collaborative experiments between different laboratories), this may be requested, but the requirement should be carefully explained in the Justification (Section E).

VAT 

AICR will not provide funding for VAT.  Payment of VAT is the responsibility of the host institution.
