AGREEMENT RELATING TO A GRANT OFFERED BY 

THE ASSOCIATION FOR INTERNATIONAL CANCER RESEARCH

The following conditions apply to any grant offered by the Association for International Cancer Research and accepted by the named grantholder(s) and their employing Institution.  The grantholder(s) and employing Institution will be deemed to have understood and accepted these conditions, and is required to sign a copy of the agreement when accepting the grant.

AGREEMENT:

dated this XXXXXXXX
among

 

	(a) 
	

	
	

	of
	


Principal Investigator and hereinafter known as “the Grantholder”,

(b)
hereinafter known as “the Institution”,

and

(c)
The Association for International Cancer Research, Madras House, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9EH and hereinafter known as “the Charity”.

Whereas the Charity has agreed to support a research project to be undertaken by the Grantholder(s), as detailed in the Offer of Award dated XXXXXXXX, and to make available to the Institution the sum of £XXXXXXX for the purposes of enabling the Grantholder to carry out the research project, “XXXXXXXXX”, it is now agreed among the Grantholder, the Institution and the Charity as follows:

1.
The Grantholder(s) and the Institution hereby confirm that they understand and accept the conditions for making a Grant Application to the Association for International Cancer Research as set out in these conditions and as may be advised from time to time by the Charity and it is expressly understood and agreed that the support provided by the Charity is intended to be personal to the Grantholder(s) and creates no obligations or duties between the Charity and the Grantholder(s) other than as set out in these conditions.  The Grantholder(s) will use their best endeavours to complete the research project within the period specified in the Grant Application or as otherwise agreed between the Grantholder(s) and the Charity and at a cost not exceeding the overall grant awarded by the Charity in terms of the Offer of Award, and will make no material change to the nature of the research project without prior written approval of the Charity.  Should the Grantholder(s) leave the Institution for any reason and join another university, research organisation or other institution (the Successor Institution) the Successor Institution shall be free to accept and undertake responsibility for the continuing administration of the research project, subject always to the express approval of the Charity, on the terms set out in these conditions or any other terms that the Charity may in its absolute discretion conclude with the Successor Institution.  Save for Clause 14 below as between the Charity and the Institution this agreement shall terminate on the date of departure of the Grantholder(s) from the Institution with no liability or continuing duties on the part of the Charity or the Institution, the terms of this agreement shall nonetheless continue in full force and effect between the Charity and Grantholder(s).  The Grantholder(s) shall give six (6) weeks advance notice to the Charity prior to departure from the Institution of any intended move to the Successor Institution and shall use their best endeavours to procure that an agreement is entered into between the Successor Institution and the Charity on these conditions or such other terms as the Charity in its absolute discretion shall determine.  Save for Clause 14 below references in these conditions to the Institution shall include the Successor Institution. 

2.
The Grantholder(s) may work independently or under the direction of or in partnership with other research workers, who may or may not also be receiving support from the Charity.

3.
Neither the Grantholder(s) nor staff covered in the Offer of Award are employed by the Charity, and the Charity does not accept any liability as an employer.   Employer’s contributions in respect of PAYE, National Insurance and superannuation liabilities in relation to the Grantholder(s) and/or the said staff may be reimbursed by the Charity to the Institution from the overall grant awarded by the Charity to the Grantholder(s), but responsibility for meeting these liabilities lies entirely with the Institution.

4.
Nothing in the Offer of Award or in these conditions shall be deemed to constitute a partnership between the Charity and the Grantholder(s) or the Institution and neither the Grantholder(s) nor the Institution shall have any authority to bind the Charity in any way.

5.
In any advertisement for research workers to be appointed by the Institution in relation to the research project, the Institution will state that the research project is funded by the Charity, and will advise the Charity of details of, or alterations to, each appointment made, as soon as practicable after such appointment or alteration is made.

6.
The Institution will arrange for its Finance Department to submit to the Charity quarterly in arrears on the Charity’s printed original Claim Form, and supported by suitable invoices (as determined by the Charity, acting reasonably), a claim detailing all costs incurred by the Grantholder(s) in carrying out the research project during the quarter within the limits agreed in the Offer of Award.  Payment must be in accordance with the “Conditions of Payment of AICR Grant Awards” which are attached to this contract.  No other method of payment will be permitted. The Charity will not reimburse any expenditure which is not claimed within 6 months of the end of a grant year, a “grant year” being the period from 1 October to the following 30 September.  Should the Grantholder(s) leave the Institution for any reason the final period in respect of which a claim may be presented by the Institution to the Charity shall be from the date of the last quarter for which a claim has been submitted or is due, and the date of departure of the Grantholder(s) from the Institution. 

7.
The Charity will add to the salary costs proposed by the Grantholder(s) in the Grant Application an additional sum calculated to include anticipated increases due to nationally agreed pay awards.  This increase is intended to cover nationally agreed pay awards only, and for the avoidance of doubt there will be no obligation on the Charity to fund any further increased pay award.
8.
The Charity will not reimburse VAT on the purchase of any equipment covered by this Offer of Award.   The equipment is covered under the concessions in the Value Added Tax Act 1994 Schedule 8 Group 15.   The Institution will order the equipment in accordance with the requirements of the Act.

9.
a.
The award of funding for years two and three of this three-year project will be dependent upon the applicant making adequate progress in years one and two.  The applicant will submit (by hard copy or e-mail) 500-word reports on the progress made towards achieving the objectives set out in the application, or as modified by subsequent agreement with AICR, six months and eighteen months after the start of the grant.  These will be considered by AICR to assess the progress achieved.  Continued funding after the end of the first year is dependent upon AICR accepting the six-month report and continued funding after the end of the second year is dependent upon AICR accepting the eighteen-month report.  Failure to submit these reports will result in the grant ending after the first or second year respectively.

b.
The Grantholder(s) will supply to the Charity a final report in terms reasonably required by the Charity on the work of the research project within three months of the termination date of the research project.  If a request for further funding is submitted before the termination date, an interim report will require to be submitted. Final payments due under this Agreement will be withheld pending the Charity receiving and being satisfied with the final report.

10.
Subject to Clause 12 below, the Grantholder(s) will assist the Charity in its policy of publicising as widely as possible its grants and progress in scientific research supported by the Charity, and will not enter into any restrictive publication arrangements in relation to any results, data or other information relating to or arising from the research project without the prior written consent of the Charity.  In particular it is hereby agreed by the Institution and the Grantholder(s) that, subject to Clause 12, the Charity may use the final and any interim reports in such manner as it may think fit and may copy, publish and distribute such reports or parts of them in any part of the world without payment to the Grantholder(s) or the Institution provided that in doing so it acknowledges the report as its source.

11. The Grantholder(s) and the Institution will acknowledge the financial assistance given by the Charity in any published documents, either in the text or in a footnote, using the Charity’s full title of the Association for International Cancer Research.  One copy of all printed reports or published papers will be submitted to the Charity at the time of publication. Any press or media releases will acknowledge the financial assistance given by the Charity, using the Charity’s full title of the Association for International Cancer Research, in the text.

Commercial Benefits

12.
The Institution and/or the Grantholder(s) are required to consider and inform the Charity of any results, data and/or other information arising from the research project including any intellectual property rights they may contain which might be suitable for commercial exploitation.   Publication or any other form of public presentation of said results, data and/or other information should not occur until after that consideration in order to ensure all the necessary steps to protect any intellectual property rights are taken prior to disclosure.  However, there should be no unnecessary delay before publication.

13.
The Institution and the Grantholder(s) shall use all reasonable endeavours to exploit commercially the results, data and/or other information arising from the research project in a manner conducive to maximising the commercial benefit (as defined hereafter) arising therefrom, except where it is otherwise agreed with the Charity (either itself or through its agent) subject to Clause 17.

14. Any benefit resulting from commercial exploitation (including, but not limited to, any monies, shares, options or other rights) arising from the research project, hereafter known as the Revenue Income, whether such commercial exploitation is effected by the Institution or the Charity (either itself or through its agent), shall following reimbursement of direct costs incurred in carrying out the exploitation, be divided equally between the Institution on the one hand and the Charity (or its agent) on the other.  In the case of the Grantholder(s) leaving to join the Successor Institution the apportionment of any benefit resulting from commercial exploitation shall be agreed between the Charity, the Institution and the Successor Institution.  In the event that the research project is not wholly funded by the Charity, a revenue share shall be agreed which reflects the relative contribution of all parties involved.

15. Before entering into any arrangement with a third party or commencing any procedure (including patent application) in relation to any results, data and/or information arising from the research project the Institution and/or the Grantholder(s) will:

a. provide on a confidential basis to the Charity (or its agent) in such reasonable detail as may be requested details of the proposals for the exploitation of the results, data and/or information, including, where possible, details of any agreement it is proposed that the Institution and/or the Grantholder(s) enter into with any third party, the identity of that third party and that third party’s intentions with regard to the use or exploitation of the results, data or information; and

b. take into account in its negotiations with third parties any representations made by the Charity bearing in mind the legitimate interest of the Charity in such negotiations as a potential recipient of a share of the Revenue Income and, keep the Charity (or its agent) fully advised on a confidential basis as to the progress of such negotiations; and

c. provide on a confidential basis detailed accounts of Revenue Income and relative costs at such frequency and in such detail as required from time to time by the Charity (or its agent), and in any case not less than once a year.

16.
The Institution shall allow the Charity, (or its agent), to meet and discuss with the Grantholder(s) any results, data and/or information arising from the research project and any potential for the protection of such intellectual property and for the commercial exploitation of their research.  If any of the said results, data and/or information are deemed protectable or have potential for commercial exploitation then the Charity (or its agent) will inform the Institution.

17.
The Charity reserves the right to exploit (either itself or through its agent) the said results, data and/or information and apply for patents in its own name, if and to the extent that 

a.
the Institution decides not to take active steps towards protecting the intellectual property and/or exploiting the same within 6 months of the same being documented by the Institution and/or the Grantholder(s); or

b.
if prior thereto, the Institution states in writing that it does not intend to exploit the same; or

c.
if the Institution agrees with the Charity (or its agent) to allow the Charity (or its agent) the right to exploit the same.

In the event of the Charity exercising its right to exploit the results, data and/or other information in terms of this clause 17, the Institution and the Grantholder(s) will forthwith upon request assign to the Charity (or its agent) for no cost their respective whole right, title and interest in and to the results, data and/or other information, and will co-operate fully with the Charity (or its agent) in entering into such other documents and taking such steps at the expense of the Charity (or its agent)  as may be reasonably necessary to allow the Charity (or its agent) to exploit fully and effectively the results, data and/or other information (See Clause 14).

Scientific Integrity

18. In the rare event of scientific fraud occurring the Charity wishes to make it clear that it is the responsibility of the employing authority to investigate this.  The Charity agrees to funding providing the employing authority can produce evidence of procedure for dealing with scientific fraud.

19.
If a case of scientific fraud is suspected in the course of the research the Charity should be notified and kept informed of further developments.  At the initial stages of the enquiry the Charity would not normally suspend the grant.  However, if adequate steps are not taken to proceed with the investigation the Charity will suspend the grant.  If fraud is proven, the Charity will terminate the grant immediately.

Ethical Procedures

20.
Where research involves the use of animals, or tests on humans, the Institution must certify that research procedures have been approved by the relevant Ethical Committee.

Research Governance

21. The Institution will take all appropriate steps to ensure the proper governance of all research conducted as part of this project including, but not limited to:

a.
ensuring  that the research is conducted to the appropriate ethical standards,

b.
ensuring that the research is conducted to the appropriate scientific standards,

c.
ensuring that information relating to the research is handled, stored and disseminated appropriately,

d.
ensuring that all appropriate health and safety regulations are enforced,

e.
ensuring that proper financial and accounting procedures are followed, and

f. ensuring that a quality research culture is fostered within the institution.

Publication of grant details

22. AICR reserves the right to publish details of the grant, including researcher’s name, institution, title of project, grant award, and project abstract on the AICR website, the NCRI website, and in relevant publications.

23. AICR expects the Institution to display a web link from its website to the AICR website at www.aicr.org.uk

This Agreement should be signed by the Grantholder(s) and the Authorised Signatory of the Institution, and returned to the Association by XXXXXXXX if the Offer of Award is accepted.

Signed on behalf of the Charity



Signed on behalf of the Institution 

................................................



..................................................................
Mr Norman Barrett, Chief Executive


..................................................................
Name and position




Name and position

Signed by the Principal Investigator.............................................................…................……………..
Name (in capitals)................................................…….................………………………………………. 

Date Signed......................................................…................…….....................…................……………..
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