AICR Policy on Funding Animal Research

1.
AICR policy is to only fund research involving the use of animals in those countries or at those institutes where the Trustees are confident that acceptable standards of laboratory animal welfare are applied.   When considering what constitutes an acceptable standard, AICR puts great emphasis on the principle of the Three R’s (Reduction, Refinement and Replacement) in animal experimentation.

2.
The Trustees use several benchmarks to decide which countries or institutions meet the criteria of an acceptable standard of laboratory animal welfare.  These are:

a) A system of regulatory control which meets the requirements of the EU Directive 86/609 on the approximation of laws, regulations and administrative provisions of the Member States regarding the protection of animals used for experimental or other scientific purposes, or the Council of Europe Convention for the protection of vertebrate animals used for experimental and other scientific purposes (ETS 123).

b) A system of local committee-based regulatory control which offers an equivalent level of regulatory control to that exercised by the systems in the USA or Canada.

c) Any system, whether formal or informal, local or national, which results in a level of laboratory animal welfare equivalent to that produced by a) or b) above.

3.
Acceptable National Standards


All EU Member States

Australia 


Canada


Israel




New Zealand

Norway

Switzerland



USA




This list is not exclusive and we are happy to consider documentary information about national, regional or local systems and standards of animal research to determine whether they meet with the above policy.

For further information on this policy, please contact AICR’s Scientific Co-ordinator, Dr Mark Matfield (matfield@aicr.org.uk).

